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I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I wish you were either one or the other!

So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor 
cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.

Revelation 3:15-16 (NIV)

These verses are often used to challenge people 
to make a firm decision about their stance 
towards Jesus, either for him (hot) or against him 
(cold). But the historical and geographical context 
and the description of Jesus at the start of this 
letter as the "Amen, the faithful and true witness" 
(3:14) demands a different understanding and 
application.

Laodicea was an excessively affluent and 
self-reliant city with everything – except a reliable 
water supply! Neighbouring Hierapolis had hot 
healing springs, and nearby Colossae boasted a 
cold, clear mountain stream. But the water in            
.

Laodicea had to be brought in using a long 
viaduct, making it tepid, contaminated and, 
therefore, useless and repulsive.

Likewise, this church's deeds were not distinctive 
enough to be effective witnesses of the gospel's 
transforming power; they were just like everyone 
else – they blended in. And therein lies the lesson 
for Christians today, are we living distinctively, or 
are we contaminated, tepid and innocuous?

We have just completed a series on the letters to 
the seven churches in Revelation for our 11-18s 
Mustard Seeds range, and this was one of the 
key application points for this lesson. It's a timely 
reminder as certain quarters of the Church scurry 
to adopt the permissive and often perverse sexual 
ethic of a world that worships at the altars of 
self-reliance and self-gratification.
Jesus implores his bride to be 
pure and distinctive so that 
she will be effective as his 
witness in this very dark world.

Other Teen Resources

Hannah is taking the lead on the teen resources 
and is busy with a new Philippians series, which 
will hopefully be ready by the end of March. 
We've also already planned the next seven-part 
topical series exploring 'The Normal Christian 
Life.' More information about this range of 
resources is available on our Mustard Seeds 
website:  www.mustard-seeds.net.

Hannah is also due to be married to Stephen on 
the 12th of May, and we wish them the Lord's 
richest blessings for a beautiful day and a 
marriage centred on Jesus.

Translation Work

The translation work continues steadily, although 
a recent flurry of activity with Latvian (64 lessons 
uploaded in a single week), means that we now 
only have seven lessons left in the 3-11s range 
and two Bible Tots series to complete. In the 
11-18s range all except the new Revelation series 
is already online.

We started Russian translation in February and 
should have about a year's lessons online by the 
summer break. Rory is very proud of his new 
spreadsheet, which collates the progress for all 
eleven active translation projects and dynamically 
changes colour as various people complete each 
task – it's a thing of great beauty!

We're at the stage with translation where there is 
an urgent need to redevelop the entire website 
and build a proper multilingual platform that 
provides a better non-English user experience 
and pricing in local currencies. It's a massive 
undertaking, and we've started the process with 
our web developer to see what's possible and 
what it will cost.

Looking Ahead

We have a hectic seven weeks ahead with lots of 
travel for Rory to a few countries in the Middle 
East and Italy. He's also planning a three-week    
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trip in July to the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Mozambique and South Africa for several 
multi-day children's ministry training conferences.

The African trip is all part of a strategy to impact 
Sub-Saharan Africa by partnering with an existing 
church planting network based at Rory and Kim's 
sending church in South Africa. We already have 
French resources for the DRC, and the work our 
Brazilian Portuguese translation partners are 
doing will now also serve the body of Christ in 
Mozambique – it's truly remarkable to see how by 
God's grace, the puzzle pieces are coming 
together.

Word Alive

We're all delighted to be serving at Word Alive 
again this year. Hannah is heading up the 5-7s 
team, and Rory and Kim will run the 8-11s 
programme. So, amidst our regular work, we're 
also recruiting teams and finalising the teaching 
programme and crafts for about 400 5-11 
year-olds! It's always been TnT policy that we are, 
first and foremost, practitioners. Events like Word 
Alive and our regular Sunday ministry in a local 
church keep us on the shop floor, ensuring that 
we remain fresh in our approach and that our 
resources and training are grounded in practical 
experience. Recent feedback from a training day  
.

included the following comment: 
"Our team really appreciated
your honesty about when
things aren't all perfect at
[your local church], as well
as all the real-life examples
of conversations you've had over the years."

With much appreciation for your partnership!

You can subscribe to our newsletter here: 
www.signup.tntministries.org.uk

Diary

18 Mar GYD Fortify Training Day
Sheffield, England

25 Mar REAL Ministry II Training Day
Wrexham, Wales

1-6 Apr Word Alive - leading 8-11s team
Prestatyn, Wales

20-21 Apr Cornhill Training Course
Glasgow, Scotland

22 Apr Children's Ministry Training Day
The Tron Church, Glasgow, Scotland

29 Apr Hear to Eternity Training Day
In English – Beirut, Lebanon

29 Apr Hear to Eternity Training Day
In Arabic – Beirut, Lebanon

13 May REAL Ministry Training Day
Folkestone, England

19-27 May Various Training Events in Italy
Bologna, Florence, Rome and Naples

Items for prayer

○ Pray for our involvement at Word Alive. Ask the 
Lord to help us model faithful Bible teaching and 
train the next generation of young people 
passionate about children's ministry.

○ Give thanks for Hannah and her contribution to 
our small team. Pray that the Revelation 
resource she has produced would encourage 
teens to live distinctively as witnesses for Jesus. 
Pray for Hannah and Stephen as they get 
married that their marriage would reflect the 
relationship between Christ and his Church.

○ Give thanks for the enormous effort that's gone 
into the Latvian resources and that the finish line 
is in sight. Give thanks for those who are 
actively promoting the resources and pray that 
churches across Latvia will be well-equipped 
and confident to teach God's word to children.

○ Give thanks for the many opportunities we have 
to train, encourage and serve God's people in 
various contexts and countries over the next few 
months. Pray for godliness, diligence, patience, 
energy, prayerfulness and joy.

○ Pray for all the planning required for the training 
events in Africa. Marvel at God's goodness and 
give thanks that the translation work done by 
faithful partners in Paris and Brazil will also help 
brothers and sisters in Africa.

○ Give thanks for the need to build a new website. 
Pray that we would be diligent and creative as 
we do so.
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